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creatures, to some other saints, the Valakhilyas.
All this shows a distant historical background,
and however fanciful some of the details may
seem to us, we get the impression that the life
described in these Upanishads was a real life, that
in the very remotest times the settlers in that
beautiful and over-fertile country were occupied
in reasoning out the thoughts which are recorded
in the Upanishads, that they were really a race
of men different from us, different from any other
race, that they cared more for invisible than for
visible things, and that kings and princes among
them really descended from their thrones and left
their palaces, in order to meditate in the dark
and cool groves of their forests, on the unsolved
problems of life and death. At a much later time
Gautama Buddha did the same, and it would be
carrying historical scepticism too far were we to
doubt his having been the son of a prince or
nobleman who gave up his throne and everything
he possessed, in order to become a philosopher
and afterwards a teacher. When we see how his
success among the people depended on the very
fact of his having sacrificed crown and wealth.